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U P C O M I N G  D AT E S

Please visit Events Calendarõs page 
of ILASLA website for updates on 
upcoming educational programs.

Spring Kick-off
renew. reconnect. regenerate.

The ILASLA annual member meeting and rally will be held Wed., March 22 
at 5:30 pm in Crown Hall on the campus of the Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy. Titled ñ2006 Spring Kick-off,ò this event launches the start of the chapterôs 
program year and celebrates the start of Landscape Architecture Month. The 
program will include an update on the licensure effort, a celebration of the new 
MLA program at IIT, and opportunities to discover exciting chapter activities. 
This event is free to all members and will include food and beverages during 
the social hour.  Come join us on the newly restored (and award winning) IIT 
campus! Call Beverly Nykiel at 630.963.5897 to R.S.V.P.     

CAPITOL GROUNDS 
PROJECT UPDATE

On Feb. 9, more than 30 landscape 
architects participated in the kickoff 
of our Capitol grounds design project 
in Springýeld. The group toured the 
Capitol grounds and met for several 
hours to determine how ASLA can 
turn the grounds into a wonderful and 
exciting space that can be enjoyed 
by those who live in and visit Illi-
nois. The group identiýed the issues 
involved in the project and established 
two committees. The Steering Com-
mittee, consisting of Bill James, Kent 
Massie, Jeff Mitchell, Peter Schaudt 
and JoAnne York, will lead the long-
term redesign of the grounds. The 
pilot project committee was created 
to implement smaller scale designs 
in 2006/2007. Committee members 
included Bill Ferguson, Bill James, 
Jack Pizzo and Kirsten Sittler. 
     Special thanks go out to our host, 
Kent Massie, as well as to Jim Moll 
(ISPE), Paul OôShea (AIA) and Bob 
Craig (Secretary of Stateôs ofýce) for 
providing an overview and helping us 
get started. A design charrette, to be 
held in Springýeld in April 2006, will 
be the next step in the Capitol grounds 
design project. For more information, 
contact John Harris or Allyson Mor-
rissey at 312-706-2525.

APRIL IS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MONTH
April is National Landscape Architecture Month, and the Illinois Chapter is 
working hard to prepare activities and events to celebrate our profession.  The 
monthôs festivities begin early with the Spring Kick-off to be held March 22 
at IIT.  April itself will begin with the proclamation of landscape architecture 
month by Gov. Blagojevich and Mayor Daley.  ILASLA will be sponsoring a 
LARE review session on April 1st (see page 3 for more details). 
     In conjunction with the Chicago Architecture Foundation, the Chapter will 
continue to sponsor the New Design for Public Space Exhibition, which runs 
through May 7, 2006. In addition, CAF and ILASLA will host a lecture 
Thursday, April 6 at 6pm at the John Buck Company Lecture Hall Gallery.  
The lecture, entitled Event Spaces: Millennium Park, the Olympic Games, and 
the Spectacular Future of Public Place, will feature Panelists Alexander Garvin, 
Alex Garvin & Associates, New York; Edward Uhlir, Project Director, Millen-
nium Park, Chicago; Charles Renfro, Diller Scoýdio + Renfro, New York .  Go 
to http://www.architecture.org/ for more information. 
     To celebrate Arbor Day (April 28), the Chicago Bureau of Forestry is seeking 
landscape architects to participate in tree planting ceremonies at 50 elementary 
schools around the city. Contact Astrid Haryati at 312-218-8684 for more infor-
mation.
     Keep an eye on il-asla.org and Dispatch for updated event information as we 
celebrate landscape architecture month.



N e w s l e t t e r  D e a d l i n e :
In order to submit the newsletter 
on time, the cut-off date for the 
newsletter is the third Wednesday 
of every month. Articles are always 
greatly appreciated. 

source:  upcoming
2006 source: will be starting pro-
duction soon. Information will be 
forthcoming on how to part of this 
useful Chapter publication. 

d i s p a t c h :  in format ion
ILASLAõs dispatch: is published 
by the Illinois Chapter ASLA.
Comments should be directed to:

Sean Rotar
(ILASLA Internal Comm. Chair)
Thomas Graceffa and Associates
4777 E. State St.
Rockford, Illinois 61108
ph: 815.229.4000
fax: 815.229.9090
email: seanrotar@hotmail.com   

News releases and contributing 
articles should be directed to:

Sara Hicks/Sharon Kushiner
(dispatch: co-editors)
Douglas Hoerr Landscape
         Architecture, Inc.
850 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 800
ph: 312.492.6501
fax: 312.492.7101
shicks@douglashoerr.com 
skushiner@douglashoerr.com   

For advertising information:

Beverly Nykiel
ph: 630.963.5897
email: bnykiel@yahoo.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2006 PLANNING INSTITUTE
This will be held March 2-3 at the 
Levis Faculty Center on the Univer-
sity of Illinois Campus in Urbana-
Champaign.  The theme for 2006 
is ñPractical Planningò and features 
sessions on eminent domain, univer-
sal design, planning commissions, 
and more, all specially designed to 
be useful for LAs, architects, public 
ofýcials, and others. Log on to www.
urban.uiuc.edu/ce.

CAF EXHIBITION
Through May 7, 2006
With the exhibition Open: New 
Designs for Public Space, the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation investigates 
the evolving conditions of public space 
in Chicago. More than three hundred 
architectural renderings, photographs 
and models illustrate issues of con-
cern to every Chicagoan. For more 
info, visit http://www.architecture 
.org/exhibitions.html.

PEOPLE & PARKS
ñFrom the Corner Lot to the Nationôs 
Playgrounds.ò The Iowa chapter of 
ASLA presents the First Annual 
Central States Conference to be 
held at Hotel Fort Des Moines in 
Des Moines, Iowa on May 18 & 19, 
2006. Visit www.iaasla.org for con-
tinuing conference and registration 
information.

2006 PAVING SYMPOSIUM
Unilock would like to cordially invite 
you to the 2006 Paving Symposium 
on Tuesday March 14 at the Chicago 
Cultural Center.  Featured speakers 
will include world authorities on per-
meable and industrial paving. Bruce 
Ferguson, FASLA, will present Perme-
able Pavements, and Dr. Brian Shackel 
will discuss Design & Engineering of 
Heavy Duty Pavements. Continental 
breakfast and lunch will be served. 
Seating is limited at 300 and this 
event will ýll to capacity. For addi-
tional information, call 630.893.9191. 
RSVP to tracy.walsh@unilock.com by 
March 7.

ILASLA & ILAPA GOLF OUTING
ILASLA and IL-APA are co-host-
ing a spring golf outing on Thurs-
day May 18, 2006 at Chevy Chase 
Golf Course in Wheeling, IL.  Reg-
istration and lunch will begin at 11:00 
AM, Shotgun start will be at 12:30 
followed by a cocktail buffet and cash 

COMINGS & GOINGS
An exuberant THANK YOU to Craig 
Soncrant, Chapter External Com-
munication Chair for his outstanding 
service to the chapter as he moves on 
to accept new responsibilities with a 
design ýrm in Lake Tahoe, Nevada.  
WELCOME to our new External 
Communications Chair, Steffan 
Schoenauer, a park planner in the 
Arlington Heights Park District.

ELEVATION: UPDATE
The next issue of Elevation, sched-
uled for distribution in April will be 
ñTransportation Corridor Planning 
& Design.ò Firms with members in 
ILASLA can advertise at substantially 
reduced rates.  We will mail approxi-
mately 2,400 copies.  If you are inter-
ested in writing an article, contact 
Steffan Schoenauer at 847-506-7143 
and for advertising please contact 
Beverly Nykiel at 630.963.5897 or  
bnykiel@yahoo.com. Assure your 
place and reserve your ad space 
early!

NEW ILASLA GRANT 
COMMITTEE

ILASLA is looking to establish a 
Grant Committee to pursue available 
grant money. To offer or obtain more 
information, or to  join the Grant 
Committee, please contact Beverly 
Nykiel  or email info@il-asla.org. 




