
dispatch:THE ILLINOIS CHAPTER 
AMERICAN SOCIETY of  
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

1-3            ILCA Institute Design 
Seminar, NIU Conference Center

8                        ExCom Meeting
Hitchcock Design Group

9            State Capitol Charrette 
Springfield, Illinois

10        ASLA Award Entries Due

11                      North Lawndale
Charrette, Chicago

23-24         U of IL Career Expo

24       ASLA Award Submissions

24                ILCA Excellence in
Landscape Awards, Oakbrook

MARCH

2-3         2006 Planning Institute
U of IL Urbana-Champaign

8                        ExCom Meeting

22       ILASLA Spring Kick-off!
Crown Hall, IIT Campus

ILASLA 2006

Spring Kick-off
renew. reconnect. regenerate. 

APRIL

Landscape Architecture Month
Watch Dispatch for events!
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U P C O M I N G  D AT E S

Please visit Events Calendarõs page 
of ILASLA website for updates on 
upcoming educational programs.

UPCOMING STATE
CAPITOL CHARRETTE

On February 9, ILASLA  will hold a 
charrette in Springýeld in conjunction  
with allied professionals and the Sec-
retary of Stateôs ofýce to begin a rede-
sign of the capitol grounds. In addition 
to making a contribution to a civic 
landscape in desperate need of atten-
tion, this project will hopefully raise 
the visibility and reputation of Illinois 
landscape architecture as we make our 
push toward a practice act. A large 
representation from the chapter is 
needed! To join us please call Brian 
Hopkins at 630.759.8200.    

NEW ILASLA GRANT 
COMMITTEE

The ILASLA is looking to establish 
a Grant Committee that would be 
involved in pursuing available grant 
money.  We are looking for ways to 
better our communities and environ-
ment and to help promote the skills 
and services of Landscape Archi-
tects. We would like to develop a 5-
year, several million dollar initiative 
that would encompass 3 to 5 projects 
throughout Illinois. The Committee 
would be involved in developing the 
ideas and plans of the initiative, pre-
paring and presenting to grant fund-
ing organizations, and hiring a design 
ýrm(s) and a contractor(s) for the 
installation of the intended projects. 
We are looking to move forward in 
developing a plan to be able to apply 
for various grant funding opportuni-
ties this year.  Even if you are unable 
to make a full commitment to the 
Committee, but have been involved 
in grant-funded projects, have written 
grant applications before, or know of 
speciýc grants that our organization 
would be interested in, please contact 
us. To offer information, to obtain 
more information, or to help our 
pursuit and join the Grant Commit-
tee, please contact Beverly Nykiel at 
630.963.5897 or email us at info@il-
asla.org. Thank you for your support!

LICENSURE UPDATE
By now, all chapter members should 
have received an important packet of 
information regarding the changes to 
the licensure law and ways that you can 
help make this effort a reality.
     As you are probably aware, on Friday, 
Jan 20, SB 2574 was introduced in 
the Illinois Senate.  If successful, the 
upgraded act will further elevate the 
profession of landscape architecture in 
Illinois by ensuring a higher standard 
of landscape architecture and protect-
ing the health, safety, and welfare of the 
citizens of Illinois.
     Again, please take some time to 
contact your legislator to voice your 
support for this important bill.  It is 
essential that every member of ILASLA 
assist in this vital effort.  Since this bill 
will affect all landscape architects in 
Illinois, please also reach out to LAs 
who are not ILASLA members and ask 
them to join us in supporting SB2574.
    Visit www.ilga.gov to review the 
legislation and contact information of 
your legislators. You can also access 
http://www.il-asla.org/licensure.html 
for links about effective communica-
tion with your elected representative 
and about the licensure cause.
     Please feel free to call Brian Hop-
kins at 630.892.0828 or Carrie Wole-
ben-Meade at 847.810.6850 with any 
questions or comments.

Spring Kick-off
renew. reconnect. regenerate.

The ILASLA annual member meeting 
and rally will be held Wed., March 
22 at 5:30 pm in Crown Hall on 
the campus of the Illinois Institute 
of Technology. Titled ñ2006 Spring 
Kick-off,ò this event launches the start 
of the chapterôs program year and cele-
brates the start of Landscape Architec-
ture Month. The program will include 
an update on the licensure effort, a 
celebration of the new MLA program 
at IIT, and opportunities to discover 
exciting chapter activities.  Come join 
us on the newly restored (and award 
winning) IIT campus! Call Beverly 
Nykiel at 630.963.5897 to R.S.V.P.     



N e w s l e t t e r  D e a d l i n e :
In order to submit the newsletter 
on time, the cut-off date for the 
newsletter is the third Wednesday 
of every month. Articles are always 
greatly appreciated. 

source:  upcoming
2006 source: will be starting pro-
duction soon. Information will be 
forthcoming on how to part of this 
useful Chapter publication. 

d i s p a t c h :  in format ion
ILASLAõs dispatch: is published 
by the Illinois Chapter ASLA.
Comments should be directed to:

Sean Rotar
(ILASLA Internal Comm. Chair)
Thomas Graceffa and Associates
4777 E. State St.
Rockford, Illinois 61108
ph: 815.229.4000
fax: 815.229.9090
email: seanrotar@hotmail.com   

News releases and contributing 
articles should be directed to:

Sara Hicks/Sharon Kushiner
(dispatch: co-editors)
Douglas Hoerr Landscape
         Architecture, Inc.
850 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 800
ph: 312.492.6501
fax: 312.492.7101
shicks@douglashoerr.com 
skushiner@douglashoerr.com   

For advertising information:

Beverly Nykiel
ph: 630.963.5897
email: bnykiel@yahoo.com
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ELEVATION: UPDATE
The next issue of Elevation, sched-
uled for distribution in April will be 
ñTransportation Corridor Planning 
& Design.ò Firms with members 
in ILASLA can advertise at sub-
stantially reduced rates.  We will 
mail approximately 2,400 copies.  
If you are interested in writing an 
article, contact Craig Soncrant, 
csoncrant@douglashoerr.com and 
for advertising please contact Bev-
erly Nykiel at 630.963.5897 or 
bnykiel@yahoo.com. Assure your 
place and reserve your ad space 
early!

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHARRETTEðThe Grey/Green-
stone Initiative in Chicagoôs North 
Lawndale community south of the 
Eisenhower to Cermak Road, between 
Kostner and Western, encourages, 
enables and applies sustainable design 
to the NL greystones. The Charette 
project is being spearheaded by the 
AIA-Chicago and is a small portion 
of an overall larger North Lawndale 
Initiative organized by the City of 
Chicago, Neighborhood Housing 
Services and others.  It is an excel-
lent opportunity to forge stronger ties 
with associations as well as to expose 
an interested group of residents to 
the wide range of environmentally 
friendly site practices.  Please join 
us Saturday, February 11, 2006 
(approximately 8:30a-2:00p) at a 
location in the North Lawndale area 
to be determined.  Please contact 
Michelle Inouye, Site Design Group, 
Ltd., at 312-427-7240 x105 or via 
email (mminouye@site-design.com).

2006 PLANNING INSTITUTEð
held March 2-3 at the Levis Faculty 
Center on the University of Illinois 
Campus in Urbana-Champaign.  The 
theme for 2006 is ñPractical Planningò 
and features sessions on eminent 
domain, universal design, planning 
commissions, and more, all specially 
designed to be useful for LAs, archi-
tects, public ofýcials, and others. Log 
on to www.urban.uiuc.edu/ce.

U OF IL CAREER EXPOðThe 
University of Illinoisô Department of 
Landscape Architecture will hold its 
2006 Career Expo on February 23 
and February 24. This is an excellent 
opportunity for ýrms to meet poten-
tial interns and permanent employ-
ees. All Expo events will be held in 
Temple Hoyne Buell Hall on the U 
of I campus. Please contact Carol 
Emmerling (cemmer@uiuc.edu) for 
more details.

CAF EXHIBITION
OPEN: NEW DESIGNS FOR 
PUBLIC SPACE
Through May 7, 2006
With the exhibition Open: New 
Designs for Public Space, the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation investigates 
the evolving conditions of public 
space in Chicagoðfrom Millennium 
Park to the development of streets and 
gardens in neighborhoods throughout 
the city. More than three hundred 
architectural renderings, photographs 
and models illustrate issues of con-
cern to every Chicagoan. To provide 
global perspective, Open includes 
twenty contemporary public spaces 
on six continents. These projects rep-
resent the most innovative architec-
ture, landscape and urban design from 
cities across the globe, by world-
renowned designers such as Will 
Alsop, Elizabeth Diller and Ricardo 
Scoýdio, Peter Eisenman, Norman 
Foster, Kathryn Gustafson and Zaha 
Hadid. Related programs include 
Bloomingdale Trail Walk Stretching 
three miles across the Cityôs North-
west side, the proposed Blooming-
dale Trail will transform an unused, 
elevated rail viaduct into Chicagoôs 
next great park. Co-sponsored by the 
Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail. 
For info, visit http://www.architecture 
.org/exhibitions.html

ILCA MIXER
On January 19, ILASLA hosted a 
mixer with ILCA members in con-
junction with the Mid-Am trade show.  
Thank you to our sponsors for making 
this event possible.  Gold Sponsors: 
Pizzo & Associates; The Toro Com-
pany; and Aspen Valley Landscape 
Supply.  Bronze Sponsors: Northýeld 
Block Company; Night Light Inc.; 
Cold Spring Granite; and Rain Bird.




